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Dr. Marge Banocy-Payne built a life and career shaped by a deep 
belief in the power of education. After earning her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, she 
began teaching in public schools in western Pennsylvania, where 
she worked with students across ability levels and served as 
chair of the language arts department. In 1982, Dr. Banocy-Payne 
joined Tallahassee State College as a reading instructor and later 
became an English instructor, bringing to the classroom a broad 
understanding of how students learn, build confidence, and develop 
essential skills. 

She earned her Ph.D. from Florida State University in 1986 and 
went on to serve the College in many leadership roles, including 
Faculty Senate Chair and President of the TSC Chapter of the 
former Florida Association of Colleges. In 1997, she became Dean of 
Communications and Humanities, where she worked with faculty 
to strengthen freshman English, supported the renovation of the 
arts gallery and Turner Auditorium theater, and helped advance 
initiatives in global education, writing across the curriculum, 
and critical thinking. Her decades of service reflect a lasting 
commitment to students, faculty, and the life-changing mission of 
the College.
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